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There is an old legend about a pig and a chickea whare walking through a
poverty stricken area. Full of compassion, the ldmncsaid, “These people need a
good breakfast. Let’'s give them some ham and edfse’ pig replied, “Wait a
minute. For you to provide eggs would require ardynpassion. For me to supply
ham would require total commitment.”

Both compassion and commitment are essential tcCtivgstian lifestyle. Didn’t
Jesus say, “If any want to become my followerstHetn deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me.”

Try to visualize this scene: Jesus and his dissiplre striding down the road to
Jerusalem. That's the last place the disciples wargo. It's a snake pit full of
enemies. The disciples hang back while Jesus stodé ahead. Then James and
John, after some private conferring, march up leesa&bsus and in a muffled tone
that the other disciples cannot hear ask him atmures “When you are elected
president of the Kingdom of God, will you allow tes be your secretary of state
and secretary of defense?”

Jesus hid his disappointment over such a questidraaked, “Are you willing to
pay the price of being my disciples?”
“Oh, yes,” they said glibly. “We’re with you all ¢way. You can count on us.”

Jesus was so kind. He did not say, “Are you kiddimg? You'll run away the
minute things get tough.” Instead he said, “It's np to me to give places of honor
in the Kingdom of God; that is the task for my Feath

Then he said, “Stop thinking about what's in it ymu. We don’t operate like other
organizations in the world where rank has its pey@s. In our operation the
greatest people are the ones who serve the masierReer, | didn’'t come to this
earth to be served but to serve and to give myadge ransom for many. If you
want to follow me, you must learn to serve.”
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We’'re no different than James and John. We walhtagesin the glory. Most of us
prefer what Bishop Marshall has called “decaffemdaChristianity,” the kind of
Christianity that doesn’'t keep you awake at nidtmis kind of religion costs little,
won't require you to get involved in controversy ather peoples’ troubles or
needs, and will surround you with comfort. Somepteavant a church that is sort
of a Sunday civic club, one that requires no dugddmks good on your resume.

Jesus was trying to get his disciples to forgeit ghetty power games for a moment
and join with him in redeeming the world. He wastigg ready to lay down his
life. He needed them to lay down their lives, thikeapes, their dreams, their
aspirations. He needed them to forget about bemstens but become servants. He
wasn’t distressed with them because they were @ubitHe was distressed with
them because they were ambitious for the wronggthin

Jesus has no problem with people who are ambiti@uosd. created us to dream, to
aspire, to strive for the best. That is how theldv@dvances, through ambitious
people. Jesus has no problem with the desire tth&eCEO, the desire to be
recognized among your peers, even the desire t® hiae things. But the question
Jesus would ask is]s that it? Is that the extent of your dreams?” After all,
these things are fleeting. Who will be living inuronice home 100 years from
now? Who will be leading your company? Many of degams are too small. They
are for this world only, and they provide limiteatisfaction at best.

Don’t you want something more? Do you want to be& ph something that is
eternal? Don’t you want to be part of saving tbst land lonely world? Wouldn't it
be marvelous to know that, because of you, hungople are being fed. Because
of you, little children have a chance at a betife: Because of you, people are
affirmed for who they are not just what they doc&aese of you, people are finding
meaning and purpose for their lives. Isn’t that whee is about? Making a
difference, saving a life, redeeming a world.

Would you like to experience God’s blessings fiestti? Maybe the problem is
that your dream is too small. Maybe that's why yeal unfulfilled. James and
John wanted to sit at Jesus’ right and left handmihe came into his glory. Jesus
wasn’'t upset with their dreams. He just wanted therknow their dreams were
too small. He wanted them to join him in the biggaspose of all—to join him in
bringing salvation to the world by being a servianothers.
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Jesus asked James and John, “Can you drink thedcink or be baptized with the
baptism with which | am baptized?” They didn’'t knevihat that meant at the time,
but they soon learned. One tradition maintains Wiagn James was executed, one
of the Roman guards who led him to his death was@eed by James’ gentleness
that he confessed to being a follower of Chrisgdred has it that James turned to
him and said, “Peace be to you, brother,” and Kidsen. And the two of them
were beheaded together.

Not exactly what James and John had in mind whey dame to Jesus that day.
They had their dream then they caught Jesus’ dretlsm-dream of bringing a lost

world to God. They saw Jesus lay down his life takenthis dream a reality. If

they were going to drink of this cup, they knewytimeust be willing to make such

a sacrifice themselves. Never in their wildest dre@ould they have imagined that
today over one billion people walk under the barofeChrist.

Friend, what is your dream? Is it a little punyaire Or is it God’s dream?
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